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RESEARCH ON THE TAHRIR DEFTERLERI ON 
ROUMANIA 

Cristina FENEŞAN 

The purpose of the present paper is a survey of the work that 
has been done by Ottomanists canceming Tahrir Defterleri of those 
territories of present-day Ro~mania, which were conquered by the 
Ottomans during the 15th and 16th centuries. In spite of their 
unçieniable importance ı for studies on the agricultural production 
and taxation, the administration, toponymy and topography of the 
conquered territories, only few Roumanian scholars have so far 

1 see Ö.L.Barkan, "Osmanlı Imparatorluğunda büyük nüfüs ve arazi ıahrirleri, Istanbul Üniı·er
sitesi İktisat Fakültesi Mecmuasi ll, 1940-41, p.20-59, 214-247; L. Fekeıe, Türk vergi ıahrirle
ri, translated by S. Karatay, Be//eten, Xl, 1947, p.299-328; Gy. KaJdy-Nagy, The Administra
tion of Sanjaq Registration in Hungary. Acta Orienta/ia Acadenıiae Scientiarum Hımgarica
rıım, XXI, 2, 1968, p. 181-223; idem, Der Quellenwert der Tahrir Defterleri für die osmanise
he Wirtschaftsgeschichte in Osmanistisdıe Studien :wr Wirtsdıafts und Sozialgesclıic:lıte, In 
memoriam Vanco Boskov, ed.H.G. Majer, Wiesbaden, 1986, p.76-83; B.A. Cvetkova, Les Tah
rir Defterleri comme source pour l'hisıoire de la Bu1garie et des pays balkaniques, Revue des 
Etıtdes Sud-Est Europiennes, (Hereafter: RESEE) XVI, J, 1978, p.91-104; eadem, Early Otto
man Tahrir Defters as a Source for Studies on the History of Bulgaria and the Balkans, Are/ı i· · 
ı•um Ouomanicımı, VIII 1983, p.133-2 1 3; H. Lowry, The Ottoman Tahrir Defterleri as a Sour
ce for Social and Economic History: Piıfalls and Limitation in Swdies in Deftero/ogy. Ouo
nıan Society in the fıfteemlı and si.rtee/1/lı Cenlllries, The ls ls Press, Istanbul, 1992. 
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become interested in studying and publishing them ı. 

My survey will concentrate on three main points: 

1. The Tahrir Defterleri of the mentioned region in Turkish 
and Romnanian archives. 

2. Publications of Tahrir Defterleri concerning former 
Ottoman possessions in present-day Roumania. 

3. Studies based on these Tahrir Defterleri and their 
kanunoames comprising the livas of Nikopol, Vidin, Silistre, 
Bender-Akkerman and the vilayet of T'ımtşvar. 

The first Ottoman conquests in Wallachia (the fertresses of 
Giurgiu/Yerkökü3 Turnu/Holovnik, Kule4 as well as in Dobrudja 
(the fertresses of Yenisala, Isakçi) occured from the end of the 15th 
to the beginning of the 16th century, when the Danube was the 
borderline between the Ottoman state and Wallachia. Under these 
circumstances it was natural that the Dobrudja was the first 

2 Cr. Feneşan, lnsıaurarea dominatiei atomane in tinutul Lipovei 'in tumina codului de legi 
(kanuname) din 1554, Swdii şi comımiciiri de istorie, Caransebeş, III, 1979, p.3 ı 9-340; 
eadem, Recensements fiscaux de l'eyalet de Timişoara dans la seconde moitie du XV le siecle 
(d'apres les Mühimme Defıerleıi) RESEE, XXXI, 1993, 1-2, p-16t-ı69; eadem, Rumiinische 
Einschlage in der osmanisehen GeselZgebung fıir das Temeswarer Eyalet (16. Jh.) in Xl. Türk 
Tari/ı /(ongresi, Ankara, Septenıber /990, Ankara 1993 (under pıint); V. Veliman, Documenıe 
turco-osmane pıivind vilaietul (eialetul) Timişoara, Revista Arlıivelor, 4, ı985, p. 418-422; A. 
Ghiatii, Toponimie si geografie istoıicii in Dobragea medievaıa şi modema, Analele Acadenıiei 
Rom/ine. Menıorii/e Sectiımii isıorice, seria a IV-a, V, Bucureşti, ı 980, p.42-6 1; eadenı, 
Structures socio-economiques en Dobroudja (XV!e siecle), Analele Uniııersitiitii Bucureşti 
istorie XXXVI, 1987, p. 39-47; eadem, Briiila şi tinutul inconjurfitor intr-un registru de 
recensiirnanı inedit de la sfirşitul secolului al XVI-Iea, Caiewl Senıinarului special de Ştiinte 
Aııxiliare, Bucureşti, IV, 1993, p. 126-143. 

3 See N. Consıantinescu, Cetatea Giurgiu. Oıiginile şi ırecutul ei. Separdte from Analele Acade
- nıiei Romfine seıia a Il-a XXXVIII, Mem. Secı. IsL; nr. 13, 1916,38 p.; M.Maxim, Documente 

turceşti pıivind kazaua Giurgiului (r.ıiaua) in secolul XVI, in 1/foi'-File de istorie, Bucureşıi, 
1978, p. 187-194. 

4 See Gr. Florescu, Ceıaıea Tumu (Tumu-Miigurele) in Reı·ista de lstoricii Romônii, XV, 1945, 
p. 432-464. 
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province to5 be annexed for good in 1484 after the conquest of Kili 
and Akkerman. After the fall of Belgrade (1521) and the battle of 
Mohacs (1526) the territorial losses of Wallachia increased in 
number. The Ottoman army occupied the fertresses Severin/Szöreny 
(1524)6, Orşova (1522, 1542 ?)7 and Brail.a (lbrail, Berail (1538)8 
as well as the south-easter part of Moldavia, the so-called Budjak 
with the fortress of Tighina (1538). After 1538 Yerkökü and Berail 
were established as kazas, to which in 1542 50 villages were added 
from the other side of the border against the law but without force 
ofarms. 

lt is well known that the tahrir sametimes moved the frontier 
forwards across the borders of Wallachia, Moldavia and 
Transylvania. Thus the fiscal condominium was created in the 
border region between Transylvania and the vilayet of Tımışvar9 
As an example I mention the tahrirs made in 1560 and 156710 on 
the basis of the fırst tahrir executed by Çandarlızade Halil Beg in 
1553/1554, just after the establishement of the vilayet of 
Tımışvar11. The campaign of Szigetvar in 1566 provided an 
opportunity for expanding the borders of the vilayet of Tımışvar. 

5 See A. Ghiatii, CandiLiile insıaurdrii dominaıiei atomane in Dobrogea, in Swdii israrice Sfld

est europene, I, ed. E. Sıanescu, Bucureşıi, 1974, p. 123-124. 
6 See M.Maxim, Teritorii romaneşli sub administratie atomana In secolul al XVI-Iea, Revisra 

de lstorie, 36, 8, 1983, p. 808. 
7 See M. Berindei, M. Kalus-Manin, G.Veinstein, Acıes de Murad lll sur la regiondeVidin et 

remarques sur les qllnun ottomans in Siidost-Forsclıungen, XXXV, 1976, p. 11-68; M. 
Maxim, op.ciL, p. 808. 

8 See J.R. Mircea, Tara Romaneascii şi inchinarea raialei Br;iila, in Balcania IV, 1941. p. 475; 
N. Beldiceanu, Kilia et Ceıatea Alba a ıravers les documenıs ottomans, RI!FIIl! de~· Etıules 
lslamiques, (Here after: RE!), XXXVI/2, p. 224. 

9 See Cr. Feneşan, L'origine du condominium fiscal osmano-ıransylvain RESEE, 1-2, 1990, p. 
89-1 00; eadem, Das Fiskalkondominium ·im Temeswarer Ey alet wtihrend des 16. Jhdıs in 
V. Milletlerarası Türkiye Sosyalı·e iktisat Tarihi Kongresi, lstuulml, August !989, Ankar.ı, 
p.459-467. 

10 See Cr. Feneşan, Recensemenıs fıscaux de l'eyaleı de Timişeara RESEE, XXXI, 1-2, 1993, 
p. 165-166. 

ll See Cr. Feneşan, Un aspecı meconnu de la fondaıian de l'eyaleı de Timişoara: l'insıauraıion 
des auıoriıes onomanes a Timişeara en 1552, RES E E, 1-2, 1989, p. 73-79. 
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The conquest of the border-fertresses of Gyula, Şiria (Vilagos), Ineu 
(Jenö), Dezna and Bel during the same campaign resulted in the 
foundatio'n of the li va of Gyula 12. 

1. The Tahrir Defterleri in Turkish and Roumanian 
Archives 

As far as we know from the published guide to the 
Başbakanlık Arşivi and several studies written by Professors N. 
Beldiceanu, I. Beldiceanu-Steinherr, G. Veinstein and M. Berindei, 
by M. Maxim, the archlves of Istanbul and Ankara do preserve an 
important number of Tahrir Defterleri concerning our area. Among 
1080 voluİnes of Tahrir Defterleril3 registered in the Başbakanlık 
Arşivi, 48 registers, dating from the 16th century concern the 
territory of modem Roumania. There are 9 deftersfor Babadagi4, 2 

for Çanad/Cenadl5, 1 for Harşovai6, 5 for Lipova/Lipve17, 19 for 
Silistre18 4 for Tımışvar 1 Timişoara19, 5 for Vidin20 and 3 for 
Yanova/Ineu21. 

12 See Gy. Ka!dy-Nagy, A Gyulai szandzsdk 1567 es 1579. evi összeirasa Bekescsaba, 1982, 
p.6-10. 

13 Başbakanlık Osmanlı Arşiı'i Rehberi, Ankara, 1993, p. 189. 
14 lbidem, p. 193: nr. 245 (940-953 As), nr. 313 (966 T), nr. 386 (Kanuni E.K), nr. 623 (944 

ML}, nr. 690 (1008 Adliye), nr. 746 (1035 As), nr. 1028 (Ts Ml), 1049 (Ts Ml), nr. 1073 (Ts 
lll Murad?). 

15 Ibidem, p. 196: nr. 365 (974 T. Sinirname K), nr. 580 (987 Fennan ve hududname K). 
16 Jbidem, p. 201: nr. 215 (949 T). 
17 Ibidem, p. 208: nr. 356 (973), nr. 457 (974 Il. Selim M.L.K), nr. 578 (987 M.L.K), nr. 679 

(III. Murad T), nr. lolo (T~ T). 
181bidem, p. 215: nr. 65 (924 T), nr. 215 (949 T), nr. 224 (950 As), nr. 354 (973 As), nr. 370 

(Kanuni ML.E.K.), nr. 416 (Kanuni ML As), nr. 483 (977 M.L.K.), nr. 542 (ll. Selim E), nr. 
625 (994 As), nr. 626 (995 As ML), nr. 664 (III Murat T), nr. 666 (III Murat), nr. 688 (106 
ML), nr. 701 (IJJ. Mehmed M.L.K.), nr. 771 (1052 Dahiliye), nr. 775 (1052 Dahiliye), nr. 
847 ( 1105 T), nr. 925 ( 1 156 S), nr. 992 (Ts. As.). 

19 1bidem, p. 218: nr. 290 (9620 ML), nr. 298 (963 T), nr. 364 (974 M.L.K) nr. 365 (974 T Si
nimame K). 

20 lbidem, p. 219: nr. 160 (937 T), nr. 514 (979 ML), nr. 625 (994 As), nr. 880 (1128 M.L.K), 
nr. 578 (987 M.L.K), nr. 679 (Murad nı T). 

21 lbidem, p. 220 nr. 133 (932 M.L.K), nr. 578 (987 M.L.K), nr. 67? (Murad U T). 
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In addition to its own ·fund of Tahrir Defterleri, the guide of 
the Başbakanlık Arşivi mentions the number of defters preserved 
for instance in the Tapu Kadastro Arşiv i: 203 Mufassal, 162 Icmal, 
51 Vakf etc.22. Studies published by Professors Beldiceanu, 
Veinstein, Berindei and Maxim identify some of these Tahrir 
Defterleri. They pertain to the kaza of Yerkökü/Giurgiu (nr. 559, 42, 
58, 223, 266)23, to Orşova (Mufassal nr. 57/369)24 and to the liva 
of Silistre (Mufassal nr. 83)25. 

In Roumanian archives no original Tahrir Defters can be 
found. They just own microfilms of six defters preserved in the 
Başbakanlık Arşivi, the Topkapı Sarayı Müzesi Arşivi and the 
Millet Kütüphanesi in Istanbul. These microfilms were acquired by 
the State Archives of Bucharest as a result of aresearch carried out 
between 1977-1980 by a team made up of Valeriu Veliman and 
Tahsin Gemil. Among them are the following Mufassals: nr. 364 
compiled in 1566/6726 and nr. 579 from 1579/8027 both for the liva 
of Tımışvar, another without number dealing with Rumeli and 
Kefe28. 

As registers including non-muslim areas beyond the Ottoman 
border are sometime unique sources for their past, let us also 
mention the microfilm of the Defter-i cizye-i gebran-i vilayet-i 
Ibrail dated 1586/8729, which is preserved in the Cizye Muhasebesi 
Kalemi. 

22 lbidem, p. 228. 
23 M. Maxim, Documente llm.:eşti pril'ind /.:azaua Giurgiului, p. 188, fooınoıe 6. 
24 M. Berindei, M. Kal us- Martin, G. Veinsıein, Actes de Murad lll, p. 54-55. 
25 M. Berindei, G. Veinsıein, Reglemenıs fiscaux eı fiscaliıe de la province de Bender-Aqker

nıan 1570, Calıiers du monde russe et sovietique, XXII, 2-3, 1981, p. 251-328. 
26 Sıate Archives of Bucharesı, Collecıion of Turkish Microfilmes (Hereafter: CTM), bobbin 

nr. 93, images 302-315. 
27 Sıaıe Archives of Bucharesı, CTM, bobbin nr. 93, images 316-330. 
28 Sıaıe Archives of Bucharesı, CTM, bobbin nr. 42, images 1-47. 
29 Sıaıe Archives of Bucharest, CTM, bobbin nr. 81, inıages 886-909. 
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2. Publications of Tahrir Defterleri 

Roumanian scholars took serious steps towards studying and 
publishing documents, especially those dealing with the political 
and economical history of Wallachia, Moldavia and Transylvania. 
They also studied some tahrirs, for instance Mufassal nr. 83 of the 
Tapu Kadastro Genel Müdürlüğü in Ankara, but they did not 
publish any register concerning present-day Roumania. 

On the other hand, they published a number of provincial 
lawcodes (kanunnames) contained in Tahrir Defters. This fact, 
however, does not mean that there is a complete lack of published 
tahrirs for the former Ottoman parts of present-day Roumania. 

On the contrary, among the first registers discovered in 
European archives and published partly by E. Kammerer. and A. 
Velics there is one cizye defteri pertaining to the districts of Arad 
and Cenad of modern Roumania, compiled-between the 23rd of 
October 1557 and the 12th of October 155830. 50 years later, 
Professor L. Pekete succeeded in convincing Turkish scholars and a 
number of scholars studying in Turkey about the importance and 
need of a systematic research on the Tahrir defters. This was strong 
effect of Fekete's first domesday-book ( Mufassal Defter) 
publication on the Ii va of Ostorgon (Esztergom)3 ı. On the 
proposition of Mehmet Fuad Köpıiilü, a comrnittee was formed to 
select defters of their interest for publication. In the frame of the 
work of this committee32, Professor T. Hal~si - Ku n sel~cted among 

30 A. Yelice -E. Kammerer, Magyarorszagi török kim:st6ri dej{erek, ll, Budapesı, 1890, doc. 
nr. CL, p. 194-202. 

3 l L. Fekeıe, Az Esztergomi szandzsak 1570 b•i adoös.fzı!irth·a, Budapest, l 943. . 
32 See T. Halasi - Kun, Some noıes onOıtoman Mufassal Defıer Sıudies, Joımıal of Turkish 

Studies. 10, 1986, p. 163-166. 
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other defters and published in exceıpts the Mufassal nr. 579 on the 
liva ofTımışvar33. 

So defters pertaining both livas of Tımışvar and Gyula were 
made available by Professor T. Halasi-Kun and Gy. KcHdy-Nagy. 
All are preserved in the Başbakanlık Arşivi. 

Professor Halasi-Kun's studies mainly use the tahrirs as a 
source for toponymical, topographical and ethnical research. It is 
very important for Roumanian history, that Professor Halasi-Kun, 
on the basis of Mufassal nr. 579 dating from 1579, proved the 
survival of the jus valachicum34 and also the survival of 
administrative units called districtus volaha/es in pre-Ottoman 
Hungary. The nahiyes of Ferdi ya, Monoştor and Sugya of the liva of 
Tımışvar35 turned out to be almost identical with the former 
districtus volahafes of Tverd, Monostor and Sugya, in the upper
Bega area. This is of considerable importance as it proves, that the 
districtus volahafes lived on de facto as entities even after 1536, 
when the priviledges of the Wallachian were brought to an end in 
territories u nder di.rect Ottoman rule36. The correspondence 
established between the districtus volahates and the above 

33 See T. Halasi - Kun, Serbians and Roumanians in Oııoman Southeastem Hungary: Detta, in 
The Mu/Ila/ Effects of the lslanıic and Judeo-Christian Worlds: The East European Pal/em, 
ed. A. Ascher, T. Halasi - Kun, Brooklyn College Press, 1979, p. 1 13-127; idem, Onoman 
Toponymic Data and Medieval Boundaries in Southeastem Hungary, in From Hımyadi to 
Rak6czi: ll'ar and Society in Early Modern Hımgary, Brooklyn College, New York, 1982, p. 
243-250; idem, Ottoman Data and the History of the Kr.ısovans, Arc/ıiviwn Eurasiae Medii 
Aeı•i 3, 1983, p. 157-169; idem, Haram County and the Ottoman Modava Nahiyesi, 
Archiı·unı Ottomanicıım, IX, 1984, p. 27-61; idem, Krass6 County, and the Onoman 
Nahiyes: Boğça, Kırdşova - Bitilnik, and Şenılit, 1: Boğca Nahiyesi, Archil'llm Ouomanicum, 
X. 1985 (1987) p. 7 I -121; i dem, Keve County and the Onoman Pançova N ahi yesi, in 
Berwcen the Danııhe and the Caııcasus. Oriental Smırc:ı:s mı the Hisrory of the Peoples of 
Cı: m red and Soutlı-Eastem Euro pe, Budapest, I 987, p. 105- I 50. 

34 See T. Halasi - Kun, The Roumanians of Öistrictus Yolahalis Tverd, Arclıi~·um 
Ottomanic:ıım, VI, 1980, p. 115-122; idem, Serbians and Roumanians ...• p. 113-115. 

35 T. Halasi - Kun, The Roumaniuns of Disıricti Volahales Monostor and Sugya, Ardıil'lım 
Ottomanicum, VIII, 1983, p. 251-279. 

36 H. lna1cik, Adaletnameler, Tiirk Turi/ı Belgeleri Dergisi, 2, 1967, p. 63-67. 
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mentioned nahiyes and also between pre-Ottoman countie~ (Krass6, 
Keve and Haram) of the Banat of Timişeara and the nahiyes of 
Bogça, .Kiraşova-Bitilnik, Şemlit, Pançova, Modova validated the 
theory of Ottoman adhaerence to already existing territorial 
divisions in conquered provinces37. 

Professor Kaldy-Nagy's publication of two consecutive 
Mufassals38 from 1566/67 and from 1579/80 of the liva of Gyula 
comprises among others the nahiyes of Arad, Zarand, Bihor, today 
mostly Roumanian. As an immediate post-conquest register for a 
non-muslim area, the Mufassal nr. 365 from 1566/67 preserves a 
great deal of data refering to pre-conquest administrative and fiscal 
practices and traditions, toponymy etc.39. This valuable information 
completes and improves our knowledge of the situation before 1566 
in the territories fully incorporated in the liva of Gyula. This new 
information can be used to examine again the assertions made by Fr. 
Szakaly in his book about Hungarian fiscality in the territories 
occupied by the Ottomans49. 

In my opinion, Mufassal nr. 365 should be compared with a 
preconquest register, an urbarium compiled about 1560 for the 
domain of Gyula and published by Fr. Maksay several years ago4I. 
It is equally important to compare the date offered by both tahrirs of 
Gyula w ith the data of the tithe-registers ( dezsma-jegyzetek) of 
1569-1580, 1583-1594 of the county of Bihor42. Unfortunately, 
such opportunities are exceptional. 

37 T. Hala~i - Kun, Oııoman Toponymic Daıe .. , p. 243: "kırallar zanıanında olduğu gibi..."; 
idem, Harem County and ıhe Oııoman Moda va N ahi yesi, p. 27-29. 

38 Gy. Kaldy - Nagy, A Gyulai sztindzstik 1567 is 1579 eı•i összeira.wı. 
39 lbidem, p. 14-39, 272-275, ete. 
40 Fr. Szakaly, Mugyar adnıtattis u törük hôdolts6gban, Budapest, 1981, p. 74-80, 88-92. 
41 Fr. Maksay, UrbariıımokXV/-XV/1 sztizad, Budapesı, 1959, p. 787-794. 
42 N.l. Kiss, 16 sztizadi dezsmajegyzetek (Borsod, Heı•es, Bereg, Bilıan!s Közep. Sıolnok nwg

yek), Budapest, 1960, p. 398-415,640-696. 
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3. Roumanian studies based on Tahrir Defterleri and 
Kanunnames. 

Asa matter of fact, there is only one study based ona Tahrir 
Defter in Roumanian historiography, Mufassal nr. 83 of the Tapu 
Kadastro Genel Müdürlüğü in Ankara, covering the liva of Silistre, 
compiled about 1598 (1006 H.). The study published by A. Ghiata 
concentrates on the main categories of data (economic, social, 
demographic) for seven villages of the kaza of Berail (Braila)43. All 
other studies in this field written by Roumanian scholars living in 
Roumania are based mainly on published provincial kanunoames 
contained in Mufassal Defterleri. 

This situation is explained by the following reasons: 

1. There "is a complete lack of original tahrir and cizye defters 
in Roumanian archives and libraries. 

2. Roumanian researchers therefore depend fully on research 
in Turkish archives. 

Until December 1989 individual scholars from Roumania 
could hardly travel abroad and undertake reseatch in the archives of 
Istanbul and Ankara. This was the priviledge of offıcial research
teams sent by the State Archives of Bucharest. 

3. Dirigibility of Roumanian official research-tems sent to 
Thrkish archives. 

These teams were sent to search for sources and documents 
dealing with the relationships both of the Roumanian Principalities 
with the Ottoman state and of Roumania with Turkey. Their ordered 
interesrs were mainly: the juridical status of the Roumanian 
Principalities, their territorial losses, their economic, diplomatic, 

43 A. Ghialli, Bröila şi tinııtııl fnconjııriitor fntr-uıı registru de recensiimônt inedil de la sfôrşi
tul secolului al XVI-Iea, p. 126-138. 
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military obligations, their trade with the Ottoman state, the presence 
. . 

of Wlachs (Eflak) 1 Roumanians .in the Ottoman s tate, the 
relationships between Roumania and Turkey. 

4. Problems in the teaching of Ottoman studies in 
Roumania. 

Unfortunately siyak.at is stili not taugh t in Roumanian 
universities and very few Roumanian scholars have been able to 
learn siyakat abroad. Hence there is a tendeney not to study 
complete Tahrir Defterleri, but to content oneself with studying 
kanunnames. 

5. The possibilities offered by Professor Ömer Lütfi 
Barkan's publication of provincial kanunnames44. 

With his publication Professor Barkan opened a new field of 
investigation for Ottoman as well as pre-Ottoman social and 
econo_mic history and law. This was a field of research well 
accepted by marxist scholars and the marxist theory of Roumanian 
history. Unfortunately, Professor Barkan's publication of provincial 
kanunnames was brought to Roumania only at the end of the sixties. 
Here I have also to stress the different ways in which Roumanian 
scholars living in Roumania and those living in exile did carry on 
Barkan's efforts in discovering and publishing kanunnames 
preserved in libraries and Tahtir Defters. I do not think it would be 
exagerated to stress the favorable consequences resulting from the 
freedom of research that exiled Roumanian scholars could always 
enjoy. 

The studies based on tahrir and kanunnames published by 

44 Ö.L. Barkan, Xl~ ve XIII. asırlarda Osnıoıı/ı inıparator/uğwıda zirai ekonominin lwkuki ı·e 
mali esaslan I. Cil ı. Kanun/ar, Istanbul, 1943, p. 267-271: Kanunname-i vilayet-i Niğbolu; p. 
272-277: Kanunname-i li va-i Silistre;. p. 318-319: Çanad ve Gyula livalan. 
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Nicoara Beldiceanu and Irene Beldiceanu-Steinherı-45 are the best 
exarnple in this respect. The point is not only the free choice of the 
topic, but also their specific approach to the tahrir, which 
characterizes the ecole they have founded. Several of their studies 
dealt with the ancient Roumanian territories of Kili and Akkerman, 
being under a taboo for a long time by the marxist historiography of 
Roumania. 

Fortunately Professors Nicoadi and Irene Beldiceanu 
promoted their students Gilles Veinstein and Mihnea Berindei (of 
Roumanian origin) to continue this topic. They published 
kanunoames on the taxation and the tax-revenues of the province of 
Bender-Akkerman, which are preserved in several Mufassal 
Defterler set down about 1597/9846. 

The studies about some Danube ports of present-day 
Roumania published by Nicoara Beldiceanu and Irene Beldiceanu47 
and their students had have even more influence upon scholars of 
Roumania than Barkan's edition of kanunnarnes. Their availability 
in Roumania, because they were published in Siidost-Forschungen 
and Revue des Etudes Islamiques and their method of investigation 
account for such an influence. 

M.M. Alexandrescu-Dersca-Bulgaru, under the influence of 
the Beldiceanu-studies, focused on the econornic life in the towns of 
the Dobrudja48 using the kanunoames published by Hadiye 

45 I. Beldiceanu - Sıeinherr, N. Beldiceanu, Acte du regne de Selim I cancemant quelques 
echelles danubiennes de Valachie, de Bulgarie et de Dobroudja, Sıldost - Forsdwngen, 
XXIII, p. 96-108; N. Beldiceanu, Kilia et Cetatea Alba a travers les documents ottomans, 
RE/, XXVI/2, 1968, p. 215-262; idem, La Moldavie ottomane ala fin du X Ve siecle et au 
debut du XV!e siecle, RE!, XXXVI/2, 1969, p. 242-246. 

46 M. Berindei, G. Veinstein, Reglemenıs fiscaux et fiscalite de la province de Bender
Aqkerman, p. 253. 

47 See footnote nr. 45. 
48 M.M. Alexandrescu - Dersca - Bulgaru, Aspecte ale vieıii economice din oraşele şi ıargurile 

Dobrogei sub sıapanirea atomana (see. XV-XVII) Swdii. Rel'istii de istorie, 26, I, 1973, p. 
33-49. 
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Tunçer49. Anca Ghiata based her investigation of social-economic 
structures and toponymy of Dobrudja in the 16th century upon some 
kanunn~es compiled for the liva of Silistre50. 

The above-mentioned publications of kanunnames concern 
the liva of Silistre. V. Veliman published one kanunname of the liva 
of Tımışvar51 and myself one for the liva of Lipova, both issued in 
155452_ My studies dealing with tax, administration, pre-Ottoman 
and Ottoman law in the vilayet of Tımışvar53 were again mainly 
based on such provincial kanunnames. 

The new edition of kanunnames published by A.Akgündüz54 
will allow Roumanian scholars to throw new light on the history of 
some of the Roumanian provinces occupied by the Ottoman state in 
the 15th-16th centuries. The Tahrir Defters themselves of course are 
of mo re · im portance for knowing the population of the settled and 
unsettled villages, the towns, the economic situation and social 
interaction of ethnic groups. 

Unfortunately, the knowledge of this extremely important 
source is stili in its infancy in Roumania. 

49 H. Tunçer, Osmanlı İmparatorluğunda toprak hukuku, arazi kammları, Ankar.ı, 1962, p.· l33 
- 143, 192-217. 

50 A. Ghiatii., Structııres socio-econonıiqııes en Dobroudja (XV/e siec/e), p. 39-47. 

51 V. Veliman, Docımıente turco-o.mıane priı•ind vilaietul ( eialetul) Tişoara, p. 418-422. 
52 Cr. Fene§an,lnstaurarea donıi11a1iei olanıane in timtflll Lipol'ei, p. 319-340. 
53 Cr. Fene§an, Das Fiskalkmıdonıiniımı im Tenıeswarer Eya/el, p. 459-67; eadem, Renecıarea 

unor realiıiiıi romaneşli din Sanat in secolul al XVI-Iea, in Gereeliiri de islorie şi ciı·iliıalie 
sud-est europeanci, TV, Bucharesı, 1988, p. 106-1 1 1; eadem, Recensements fiscaux de 
l'eyalet de 1imişoara d'apr~s les Mühimme Defıerleri, p. 161- 169. 

54 A. Akgündüz, Osmanlı Kamm11anıeleri ve lı u kuki /alı/il leri, 1-V,lstanbul, 1990-1993. 


