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J?'fTO~ POPULATION MO~JY.İENTS DURING. THE. LAST YEARS 
.. OF· THE EMPIRE, 1885-1914: SOME PRELIMINARY REMARKS .. . . . .::· . . . ' . ; ~ . . ' . ' . . 

~: .The Ottoman Eriıpire.suffered a s~nes of staggering setbacks during .the.four 
$ie.-~ades _preceding .World _W ar I bef~re the. war itseıi, the Allied occup8;tion, .the 
~Greek jnv~sion, and the Turkish W ar for Independence administered the final, mor
ta\ l?l~ws . .Yet w hile its ov~rall population figures remai~ed relatively stable dUring 
thls time, there were in nict substantial movements of p~ople in. aııd. out of tıie em
_pire whic.h.left the makeup of Ottoman society profouridly .different from that inlie_
rited from. traditional times. Study of this social. flux has only begun, 8:nd requiies 
further researcıi in the Ottoman arehiv es aıid other source~1 • It is the purpose of this 
_discu.ssion, however, to-point up some oftheinteresting and significant chaİ:ıges .that 
:~i~ tak~~ pi~se.d1,lrİng these years in the differ~nt. sections · ()f the empire onthebasis 
of materials found to date in two of the principal modern Ottoman arc!llva1 collec.
tions, the.Babıali Evrak Odası arehive oftheGrand Vezir's. office, and .the. Yıldız 
:P_alace c~ lleeti on. of ~ultan. Aİ:ıdÜ1h8.mit TI2, 'as '\veıı as .two compFehensive census 
re,P:Orts of th7 empire compilecl,by: theimper;ial Censu~ Deparment, thefirst be~eeİı 

1 See, for example, the pioneering work of Kemal H. Karpat, «Ottoman Population 
~ecord~ a~d the Ç~uı; of Ul81f82~.1(393, <<lntjJrnational. Journ(ll qf Midd,le Jiast Studies, vol. 
IX (1971;3), pp. 2.37~274; M::g·Ç fiİı_s.on; «D~1llograplıic Warfare: An Aspect of Ot~omıırı 
·,<illdRı,ıssian Policy, 18!1:4-1866>> Ph. D •.. ciissertation; Harvard Uni~ersity, 1970iGı::orges 
·~~~l?agh, «11ıe Demogfiı.p:f?..y of the Middle East,» Jı.:Iiddle .East Studies Assqciation Br,ıUetin~ no. 
_'4/~ .. WPviay 1Q70), pp. J:::l9; and S, J. _Sh~w; «~e Ottoman Census.System a:ndPopul~-
ciÔn:~ f831-1!;}1_4,» Inter~ati/ıiziil]o~rnal 'Of Middle 'Eait Studies, IX (1978), pp. 325.-338: : .. 
::, 2 . ~~e'·ca1le~tions ~Ç, deseribed l?Y S.] .. Şhaw, <<Ottomaii A.rclıival M~teı:ia!s for 
·the· :Nlıieteenth :and -Eady T~entieth Ceiıturİes; · The Af<;lıivCc5 of Istanbub>, Irı.ternatiO.nal 
Journal.of Mi4dlf!East§~u.dies, voL VI (1975), pp. 94~114,and ın·particular pp. 100-106; and 

. «TheYilc4z.Palace.Ai-chives.o.f Abdülhamit Ih>, .tj.rchivum (/ttoıiuiiz!cum, IJ! (1971), pp. 211-
237: ~ .. " .. ~ . . 
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1882 and 1885, shortly after the beginning of tbe long reign of Sultan Abdülhamit 
Il, and the second on the eve of World W ar I, in March, 19143• 

The first im pressian deriving from these sources is the limited and ever shrinking 
size of the empire at the time. Bulgaria and East Rumelia were lost in 1878 and 1886 
respectively, witb the Iatter already under such a special administration that it was 
not even included in the earlier count. Bosnia and Herzegovina, though Ieft under 
nominal Ottoman rule by the Congress ofBerlin, were occupied by Habsburg troops, 
lay outside the sultan's administrative control, 'and ·were formaiiY.anne~ed ·by the 
Emperor in 1908. Tunisia was löst to France in 1881. Cyprüs a:nd Egypt were stili 
parts of the empire, but under British occupation after 1878 and 1882 respective1y, 
with the sultan's rights limited largely to the calleetion of annual paymen ts of tri
bute and the right to control Musllin schöÖls, mosques, and courts and to confirm 
certain appointments. After 1897 Crete was uiıder an autonomous regime which 
was only tbinly disguised Greek control. Italy conquered Tripoli and Bengh!!Zi and 
occupied the Dodecanese archipelago offihe Anatolian coastin 1911 and 1912, and 
Albania was partly autonomous under nationalist control. Istanbul,. and'.' eastern 
Thrace as far as Edirne, which had been lost in 1912 and then recaptun:!d under tb.e 
leadership of Enver Paşa duling the Second Balkan War; were the only other Eu
ropean territories remaining. to the empire, which had lost 83 per-ceıit of i ts İand 
and 69 per-cent of i ts ·people in Rumelia as a: result of the two B.alkan wars. In addi
tion, throughout these yea~s, Christian nationalİst revolts and terrorist nllders ·in 
Macedonia and Thra:ce as weii as :eastern Ana:tolia had decimated large group.s of 
the sultan's iıubjects, Muslim and. Christian alike, supplementing the wars and . . . . ( 

territorial changes in causing thouMiiıds of refugees to move tö new homes in arid 
out of the empire4. . . 

In the face of all these conditions, it is sutpİising that the empire's overall po
pulation remained • so constant, and in fact increased by about seven per-cerit bedween 
1885 and 1914,' from 17,375, 225to 18,520,016. Examination ofthe miiietpopulati
on figures provides a substantial clue as to the reason. The Muslim population of the 

3 The census report of 1303/1885-1886 iS foimd in' manuscript .fornı iri lstanb~l Uni
versity Library, TY 4807; a sornewhat later version, correcte'd to 1893, iS found intlle ı.in
catalogued collectioru of the Başbakanlık ArŞivi ·and was·published by Ke'mal K~rpat ih 
«Üttoman Population Records,» Ibid., p~. 259~274. The 1.914 ~erisus .was publii;hed 
as Dahiliye Nezareti, Sicil-i Nüfus İdare-i Umuniiyesi Müdüriyeti, Jıiİemalik-i'Osmanijiı'nin 
1330 Sitiesi Nüfus İstatistiği, Istanbul, 1330/1914, and, in sornewhat abbreviated. form, as 

. Ta{Jleaux indiquant le nombre des di~ers elemehts de la p~pulation dans {'Empire Ottom.ar/au.J Mars 
1330 (14 Mars 1814}, Constanthıople, ı'919. · . . . '·'-· · · · 

·.: 4 . See S~ J. Shaw and Ezel Kural Shaw, History oj the Ottoman Empire ·and Mod~rn Tur
. key, voi: Il, Reform, Revolution and Repiıblic: The Rfse oj Modern. Turkey, 1808-'1 87 5,' Cambridge 
University Press, 1977, pp. 190-310. 
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empire increased by appoximately 2.5 million people, just about 20 per cent (Table 
A), almost all of whom were refugees from Christian conquest. The official Otto
man refugee figures, compiled by the Refı:ıgee Settlement Commission (/skan-ı~Mu':' 
lıacirin Komisyonu) in 1896, show that over one million Muslim refugees crossed the 
empire's borders during the previous two decades5• This figure reflects the fact that 
the Ottoman provinces in Europe had some I, 386, 963 Muslimsin 1885 (Tab le B), of 
whom a substantial, but indetermina te number lost their Jives , while many of the 
rest were forced to emigrate into Ottoman territory so as to leave substantial Chris
tian majorities in the areas of Macedonia and Thrace where the Muslim popula
tion had been predominent6• Similar, though sornewhat Iess severe policies ·Of for
ced emig'ration causedthe flight of thousands of Muslims frorri· Greek rule in Thes~ 
ı;aly and Crete, Austrian rule in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Italian rule in Tripoli, 
Benghazi and the Dodecanese, French rule in Tunisia and Algeria, and Russian rule 
north and east of the Black Sea, particularly from the Crimea, Caucasus and Ko
ban7. Throughout these years, the Ottoman treasury had to meet the expenses of 
housing and feeding and, ultimately, settling these refugees wherever land could 
be found, \vith loans rather than oı:ıtright grants being used wherever possible so 
as to lessen the tremendous .financial burden on the state treasurys. Istanbul was 
particularly affected by the flow of refugees, with emigrants being housed in mos
ques, office buildings and schools, and sometimes in the streets as well as tents, with 
disease and disorder a constant and pressing danger until they could be resettled 
outside the city9. Efforts were made to relieve the crowded capital by shipping refu
gees from Albania and Macedonia directly from Salonica across the Aegean to 
Izmir, but since most of them stili came by land in small groups, this sohİtion hel-

. 
5 Başbakanlık Arşivi (hereafter referred to as BBA), Irade, Meclisi V ala 367; Devle

t-i Osmaniye, N ezaret-i Umur-u Ticaret ve Nafia, .İstatistik-i Umumi İdaresi, Devlet-i Alrye-i 
Osmanryenin Bin Oçyiiz Onüç Sdnesine Mahsus İstatistik-i Umumisidir, İstanbul, 1316/1898. 

6 Babıali Evrak Odası (hereafter referred to as BEO), 264280 (10 June 1325), 273342 
(25 August 1325), 273786 (6 October 1325), 267839 (27 June 1329), 270059 (18 July 1325), 
277354 (2 June 1326), 282452 (5 June 1326), 287055 (27 October 1326), 289714 (15 Feb
ruary 1326), 299875 (14Jan. 1327), 299697 (19.Jan. 1327), 306924 (22 Sept. 1328),.306989 
(24 Sept. 1328), 307562 (26 Sept. 1328), 307241 (27 Sept. 1328), 307167 .(30 Sept. 1328), 
327205 (2 Oct. 1328), 307286 (2 Oct. 1328), 307591 (10 Oct. 1328), 307787 (14 Oct .. 1328), 
310345 (19 Jan. 1329), 315453 (8 Aug. 1329), 315621 (19 Aug. 1329). 

7 BEO (1326) 3255/1228 (22 Nov. 1326), (1324) 4630 (23 Feb. 1324), 295609 (18 Sept. 
1327), 300016 (25 Jan. 1327), 300193 (2 Feb, 1327), 305894 (18 Aug. 1328). 

8. BEO 264280 (10 June 1325), 266505 (7 May 1325), 248781 (8 May 1323), 305419 
(18 Aug. 1329), 308084 (22 Oct. 1328), 308062 (25 Oct. 1328), 313051 (8 May 1329), 315708 
(28 April 1330), 312924 (7 May 1329), 313051, 313373 (14 May 1329) 

9. BEO 294994 (20 Aug. 1327), 308964 (26 Nov. 1328), 309114. 

.. . . ~ . . ···--:-:-
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p~d only partially, and the problem remained acute until the outbreak of <World 
War ııo . 

. The influx of Muslim refugees in to the empire was actÔmpanied by an out
flow of Christians asa: result of the endemic violence which began in 1882 and coıi
tiriued without break through World War I to the end of the eıiipire11; stimulated 
and exacerbated by Rrissian arnıs, am:ı:nunition and exhoiiationsı2, The Ottoıria:n 
Empire thus Iost about one quarter of its .Greek subjects, about 6oo; 038 people, 
as wellasalmost all its Bulgars, some 864,000; increasiiıgthe Muslim proportion of 
the population from 72 to 81 per cent. (Tiı.ble A). However this took pİace a:Imost 
entirely iiı the lost European provinces of Salonica, Monastir, Ko~ova ~ndYanya 
(Tab le B). In A~atolia, on the o.ther hand, w hile there :Were Some population losses 
in a few individual localities, there still-~ere overall increases ariıong all 'eİe~ehts 
of the population (Tables B and. C). Thus the Greeks in Aydın· province ineteased 
from 196, 558 to 299, 096, inIzmit from 23, 718 to 40~ 048; in Canik (Samsun) from . . . . . . 
64, 648 to 98, 739, in Sivas from 19, 804 to 75, 324, in Karesi, along the sea of Marma-
ra, from 67, 386 to 97, 497, in Menteşe· from 10, 172 to 19, 923;·and in Niğde' from 
36, 489 to 58, 312, with the only sizable Greek population declines taking place in 
the provinces of Ankara, Biga and Hüdavendigar (Table B). 

· · 10. BEO 308950 (26 Nov. 1328), 312728 (25.April 1329), 3126~6 (25 Apri11329) 
ll. During the winte;r of 1895-Ul96, 1647 Armenians and 523 Mus1ims were killed in 

Diyarbekir province; 2149 and 498 respectively in Mamuret ul-Aziz; 1174_and 150 ~.Erzu
rum; 1319'and 483 in Van and 391 and 151 in Bitlis. BBA, Yıldız Arşiv Esas Evrakı; Kısım 
14, Evrak 57, Zarf 126, Karton 7, «Ariadolu vilayat-ı şahanesinden bazİlarında vukua gel
miş olan iğtişaşatın zühür ve esbabı hakkında tutulan zabıt ceridesini havidir, ->> 4 November 
13İ2/1896. Massive amounts of investigatory reports on tlıese disturbances are alsa found 
in tlıe fallawing Yıldız archives files: Kısım 35, Evrak 35/29, Zarf 46, Karton 96; Kısım 35, 
Evrak 306, Zarf 50, Karton Ş7; Kısım 35, Evrak 334M, Zarf 50, Karton 97; Kısım 35, Ev
rak 393, Zarf 36, Karton 98-99; Kısmi 35, Evrak 2261, Zarf 50, Karton 97; Kısim:35, Evrak 
35/30, Zarf85, Karton 96; KısımA, Evrak 21/IV, Zarf 31, Karton 131, Kısım A, Evrak 
22/IV, Zarf22, Karton 131;-Kısım A, Evrak 22jVI, Zarf22, Karton 131; Kısım ll, Evrak 
lll2, Zarf 120, Karton 5;'Kısım I4;Evrak 57, Zarf 126, Karton 7; Kısım 31';. Evrak 76/14, 
Zarf 76, Karton 8L-Also BEO 243459 (8 Mart 1324), 245577 (30 Mart 1324), 246250 (30 
.Mart 1324), 249400 (2 July.l324), 254790 (3 Sept. 1324), 262881 (I Feb . .1324), 265144 
(1 Apr. 1325), 265546 (19 Apr. 1325), 265472 (20 Apr.-1325), 265984 (29Apt. 1325), 266632 
(2-May 1325), 266559 (6.May 1325). 266702 (9 May 1325), 267805 (25 May 1325), 267600 
(26 May 1325), 265520 (19 Apr. 1325), 272597 (22 Şaban 1327),.271'770 (9 Aug. 1:325), 
274536 (14 Aug. 1325), 279520 (22 Mart 1326), and 279438. (19 Mart 1326). 

12. BEO 247382 (12 Apr. 1324), 248553 (3 May 1324), 248991 (12 May 1324)>. 254-
790 (3 Sept. 1324), .300336 (6 Feh. 1327), 300475 (ll Feb. 1327), 283101 (19 /June 1326), 
300336 (6·Feb. 1327), 300475 (ll Feb. 1327), 315306 (30 July 1329). Alsa Yildıi Esas Ev
rakı, Kısım A, Evrak 22/III, Zarf22, Karton 131; Kısıin: 31, Evrak 76/23, Zarf 76, Karton 
81; BEO 249400 (18 May 1324), 251, 082 (19 Jurie 1324), 248346 (30 Apr. 1324), ·247494 
(14 Aprill324), 247499 (13 April 1324), 279529 (22 Mart 1326), and 279966 (3. April 1326). 
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The Armenian population decreased in Istanbul, the Anatolian provinces of 
Ankara, Eskişehir,.Kütahya and Trabzon, and the Arab province of Aleppo. (Tab
les B and C). The overall Armenian population, however, increased substantially, 
by 172, 282 people, or seventeen per cent, during the same period. There were large 

·Armenian increases in Erzurum province, from 10ı, ı38 to ı25, 657, in Izmit, from 
37, 220 to 55, 403, in Urfa from 9, 783 to 15, ı6ı, in Bitlis from ıoı, 358 to 114,704, 
in Biga, al6ng the Dardanelles, from ı, 74ı to 48, 659, in Diyarbekir from 46,· 823 
to 55, 890, in Sivas from ı ı6, 545 to ı43, 406, in Konya from 9; 8H to ı2, 871, in 
Kayseri from 35,8ı9 to 48, 659, in Maraş from 2ı,oı9 to 27, 842, and in Van from 
60, 448 to 67, 793. 

The overall Muslim population in the empire increased by some twenty per 
cent between ı885 and 1914 (Table A), but that in many individual provinces incre
ased by even more: Erzurum from 445, 548 to 673, 297, Ankara from 735, 766 to 
877, 285, Izmit from ı 13, ı ı7 to 226, 859, Eskişehir from 56, 078 to 140, 578, Urfa 
from 114, 358 to ı49, 384, Bitlis from 167, 054 to 309, 999, Diyarbekir from 289, 
591 to 493, 10ı, Sivas from 766, 558 to 939;735, Mamuretülaziz (Elazığ) from 300, 
ıss to 446; 379, and Van from 59, 412 to 179, 380. 

Jewish refugees alsa were admitted to the Ottoman empire in substantial nurn
hers at this time, as it continued its centuries' long role as a place of refuge for those 
fleeing from persecution in Russia as well as various countries in western Europe,U 
Even before the Zionist Organization was established, the leaders of the Jewish 
millet in Istanbul arranged with Abdulhamit II to receive Jewish refugees from 
the Russian pogroms which were then in progress. As a resıilt of the success of this 
program, they agreed to his request that the settlers go to Rumelia and Anatolia 
rather than to Palestine, and did not openly object to his refusal to agree to the re
quest of Theadar Herzl for establishment .of same sart of Jewish home in Palesti
neı4. Thus one sees (Table B) Jewish increases of 64 per cent in Edirne proviıice 
and 17 per cent in Istanbul, and one can assume that an even greater increase took 
place in Salonica, which had by far the largest proportion of Jews of any Ottoman 
city un til its conquest by Greece. In southwestern Anatolia, the· Jews of Aydın 

13. S. J. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, vol; I, Empire of the Ga-
. zis: The Rıse and Decline rifthe Ottoman Empire, 1280-1808, Cambridge University Press, 1976, 

pp. 59, 69, 148, 152, 177-78; Ceci1 Roth, Tlıe House qf Nasi: Dona Gracia, London 1947, and 
Th{!Houseof Nasi: The Duke of Naxos, London, 1948; Avram Galante, Histoire des Juifs d;Is
tanbul, 2 vols., Istanbul, 1941-1942, Histoire des Juifs d'Anatolie, Istanbul, 1939. 

14. BEO 117385, 182089,214140,248424 (23June 1324). Arminius Vambery, Story 
qf My Struggles: The Memoirs of Arminius Vambery, 2 vols, London, 1904, and «Personal Ref
lections of Abdulhamid II and His Court,», The Nineteenth Century and Afler, 1xv, 388 (1909), 
pp. 980-993, and 1xvı, .389 (1909), pp. 69-88; Theodor Herzl, The Complete Diaries. qf Theo
dar Herzl, ed. Raphael Patai, 5 vols., New York and London, 1960. 

., ' .. ~ . 
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increased by 60 per cent, those of Izmit and Menteşe tripled. Even in central and 
eastern Anatolia the increases were substantial. Ankara's Jews more than doubled. 
Those of Eskişehir province increased from 52 to 728, of Hüdavendigar from 3037 
to 4126, of Diyarbekir from 1051 to 2085, of Van from nothing to 1383. 

Of course the sultan's disinclination to support Zionist immigration to Pales
tine does not mean that such immigrants were not allawed to come and stay. Jewish 
refugees usually came as visitors for limited periods of time and then managed to 
settle there permanently by accepting Ottoman citizenship, causing regular prbtests 
from local Muslims1s. The Jews of Jerusalem thus increased from 8, li Oto 21, 259, 
or 162 per cent, during these years. Unable to stern the tide, the Ottomans at -least 
tried to divert it to Syria and Beirut, hoping to use the industry, expertise, and energy 
of the refugees to promote Ottoman agriculture, industry and trade in those areas 
and, in particular; to increase exports so as to sol ve some of its financial problems16 • 

. Thus the Jewish population ofBeirut province increased five fold, to 15, 052, of Alep
po by thirty per cent, to 12, 193, and of Syria (Damascus) by 62 per cent to 10, 140. 
While the empire's overall Jewish population increased by only three thousand pe
ople, from 184, 106 to 187, 073, the substantial immigration is concealed by the 
loss of the large Jewish populations of Salonica, Kosova, Monastir and Janina as a 
result oftheBalkan wars, while Bağdad and Basra were not counted in: the 1914 
census. 

Table A presents the overall population figures by millet as given in the cen
suses of 1885 and 1914. Table B presents the breakdown of the same statistics by 
province (vilayet) and district (sancak), where the latter were included within: pro
viiıces in 1885 but administered and counted separately in 1914. Table Gpresents 
the figures for the major counties (kaza), which in most cases were co-terminus with 
the citıes and towns which were their capiials. While all the provinces and indepen
dent districts are presented in Table B, only the more important cities and towns 
are listed in Table C. All the millet figures are given in Table A, · but only those of 
the largest four millets, Greek Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Muslim and Jewish, 
are given in the,Iatter two tables because of limitations of space. It should be noted 
also that some 

1 
of the provincial and district boundaries were shifted between the 

two censuses, particularly that of Hüdavendigar, which · wa:s substantialy broken 
· up. Further research is needed, however, to determine the effect of this on the po
pulation distribution figures themselves. 

15. BEO 217188 (9 April1324), 272841, 273923 (8 Sept. 1325), 274478 (12~Öct. İ325), 
r : 320668 (27 Mart 1330), 117385, 182089,214140. · 

16. BEO 248424 (1 May 1324), 268718 (1 July 1325), 268736, 271831 (15 Sept. 1325), 
727572 (8 Feb. 1325), 277772. 
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TABLE A 

GRAND TOTALS-ALL MILLETS, 1885~1914 

Millet 1885 1914 

Muslims 12,585,950 15,044,846 
Greek Ortlıodox 2,329,776 1,729,738 
Annenian Gregadan 988,887 1,161,169 . 
Jews 184,139 187,073. 
Catlıolics 150,166 130,306 
Bulgarian Exarclıate 818,962 14,908 
Protestan ts 36,229 65,844 
Latins 18,240 24,845 
Monoplıysites 22,598 n.a. 
Non-Muslim Gypsies 3,153 11,169 
Suryani n. a. 4,133 
Geldani n. a. 13,2ll 
Ya<qubi n. a. 6,932 
Marani te n.a. 47,406 
Sarnarian n. a. 164 
Nciıtorian n.a. 8,091 
Yazidi n. a. 6,957 
D~uze n. a. 7,385 
Qazaq n. a. 1,006 
Serbian · n. a. ı 

Vlach n. a. 82 
Franl>s 235,690 n. a. 

17,375,225 18,520,016 
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TABLE B 1-'-co 
00 

THE MAJOR OTTOMAN MILLETS, 1885-1914 
BY PROVINCE (VILAYET) AND DISTRICT (SANCAK) 

PROVINCES AND DISTRICTS MUSLIMS GREEK ORTHODOX ARMENIAN ORTHODOX JEWS 
. 1885 1914 ' 1885 1914 1885 1914 1885 1914 

EUROPE 

Edirne province 434366 360417 267220 224459 16642 19725 13717 22515 
Işkodra province 78600 1ost 5913 lost -- lost -- 1ost 
Çatalca district 15091 20048 35848 26797 899 842 966 1480 
Selanik province 447904 1ost 277237 lost 201 lost 37206 1ost 
Kosova province 409510 1ost 29393 1ost -- lost 1706 1ost 
Manastir province 225534 lost 227766 lost 29 1ost 5072 lost 
Yanya province 225415 lost 286304 lost -- lost 3677 1ost 
Istanbul province and suburbs 425365 560434 188012 205375 152399 72972 44435 52126 

ANATOLlA 

Erzurum province 445548 673297 3356 4856' 101138 125657' 6 10 
Adana province 341376 341903 6262 8537 . 447~9 50139 -- 66 
Aydın pmvince 1119323 1249067 196558 299096 14140 19395 22153 35041 
Ankara province 735766 877285 34915 20226 67490 44507 415 1026 
Izmit district 113117 226859 23718 40048 37220 55403 169 428 
Içel district (98692) 102034 (1515) 2500 (187) 341 -- 10 

' Antalya district n. a. 235762 n. a. 12385 n. a. 630 n. a. 250 
Eskişehir district (56078) 140578 (820) . 2613 (1172) 8276 (52) 728 
Urfa district (ı 14358) 149384 (2) 2· (9783) 15161 (359) 865 
Bitlis province 167054 309999 -- -- 101358 114704 
Bolu district (288456) 399281 (1347) 5146 ( 1446) 2961 -- 20 

\Biga district 99468 (149903) 15101 (8541) 1741 (48659) 3496 
c'ezayir-ı Balır-ı Sefid 27481 lost 226817 lost .m 1ost 2952 lost 
Canik district (210193) . 265950 (64648) 98739 (18028) 27058 5 67 
Hüdavendigar province ı 132763 474114 133017 74927 57818 . 58921 3037 4126 



])iyarbekir province 289591 49!H01 ll66 
Zor district 33863 . 65770 --
Sivas. province 766551;1 939735 19804 

ANATOLlA (continued) 
Trab:l:on province 857280 92ll28 155039 
Kastamonu province 929300 737302 15000 
Konya province 877232 750712 56561 
l(aı;ahisarsahip district (205539). 277659 . (103) 
Karesi district (257954) 359804 (67386) 
Kayseri district (120357) l84292 (24895) 
K.üüıhya district (3085(}2) 303348 (6732) 
Mamuretulaziz province 300188 446379 .. 543 
Maraş district (I 15680) 152645 --

.---~ Menteşe di~trict (13,5207) 188916 (10172) 
' Nigde · district (162421) 227100 (36489) 

) Van Province 59412 179380 --
ARAB WORLD .. 

. Baghdad province 1~U108 excluded --
Beyrut province 462034 648314 54976 
Halep province 684599 576320 7552 
Jerusalem district 204613 266044 16701 
Basra province .. 10154 excluded --

. Syria province 338931 791082 29399 
GRAMD TOTALS 12587137 15044846 2332191 

j 

1822 46823 
18 . 83 

75324 116545 

161574 41786 
20958 2777 
35071 9813 
. 632 (5450) 

97497 (6307) 
26590 (35819) 
8755 (464·9) 

r 971 73l78 
•ıı (21019) 

19923 --
58312 (2342) 

ı 60448 

excluded 3<}9 
87244 86 
13772 52407 
26035 939 

excluded . 35 
60678 199 

1729.738 1001465 

ı:' 

55890 
. ·67 

143406 

37049 
8959 

12871 
. 7437 

8544 
48659 
3910 

76070 
27842 

13 
4890 

67793 

cxcluded 
ll88 

35104 
1310 

excluded 
413 

1161169 

1051 2085 
2 2 

209 344 

5 8 
-- 8 
216 .. 4 
-- '7 
(314) 

.. :. 
362 ... 

-- --
(52) --

··' 2 --
(198) 251 
500 1615 

-- 1383 

4,21 excluded 
3541 15052 
9913 12193 
8llO 21259 

42 l excluded 
,6277 1014·0 

184106 187073 

•l-L 
ca 
ca 
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TABLE C l:>:ı· o, 
THE MAJOR OTTOMAN MILLETSIN IMPORTANT CITIES AND TOWNS, O; 

1885-1914 (I) 

IMPORTANT 
CITIES AND l\IUSLIMS GREEK ORTHODOX ARMENIAN GREGORIAN JEWS 

TOWNS 1885 1914 1885 1914 1885 1914 1885 1914 

EURO PE 
Edirne ı 17208 53731 77830 36222 3841 4536 8918 13889 
Selanik 29489 lost 36985 1ost 14:9 1ost 34523 lost 
Istanbul 384910 497323 152741 180036 149590 69381 44361. 51800 
Üsküp 40256 1ost 6655 lost -- lost 724 
Priştina 52614 lost -- 1ost --·- 1ost 305 lost 
Prizren 35492 lost -- 1ost -- 1ost -- lost 
Manastir 30517 lost 41077 1ost 26 lost 4274 1ost 
Ohrid 16360 lost 3049 lost --- lost -- lost 
Gorice 32759 lost 30479 lost -- lost 771 lost 
Janina 4759 lost 77258 1ost --· lost 38 iost 
Berat 72152- lost 35686 lost --- lost 5 lost 
Avion ya 24990 lost 4511 lost --- 1ost 31 lost 
Berat 37852 lost 35686 lost -- lost 5 lost 
Kırklareli 36327 22022 53663 14154 108 -- 900 987 
Dimotika -- 20110 -- 24447 --- 174 -- 986 

. Uzunköprü -- 26483 -- 1371 ı -- 81 -- 332 
Lüleburgaz -- 14777 -- 3125 -- 64 -- 434 
Tekfurdağ 44632. 19484 38893 4618 11004 9093 609 156G 
Gelibolu -- 8220 -- 16137 --- 1190 -- 2586 
K eş an -- 15221 -- 15371 --·- 51 --- r 

\i ANATOLlA 
Erzurum 27109 83070 486 1097 9730 32751 6 lO 
;pasinler 35356 56403 21 -- ; .6778 10046 
Erzincan 41523 53898 206 275 12686 16144 
Refahiye 20640 23308 ı 101 1394 769 1270 



Bayezit 8943 20952 2 1913 2619 
E1eşkirt 14528 23368 -- -- 3607 4202 
Adana 58049 71617 1605 3104 9612 14956 -- 20 
Tarsus 39862 60947 646 774 1210 2929 -- 5 
Kozan (Sis) 18338 20763 -- --- 14026 3859 
Kars Russia 16989 Russia 16 Russia 1108 Russia 
Ha çin Russia 16972 Russia --· Russia ı 1043 Russia 
Ankara 17218 69077 1637 3327 725 3341 -- 1026 
Çorum 48381 83150 146 555 497 1231 
Kırşehiı· ' 53559 71647 38 412 701l 1729 
Yozgat 45117 77187 1156 2281 8459 13736 
Kayseri 85163 101923 18406 19663 24950 30105 
Kirşehir i 53599 71648 38 412 708 1720 

,:; Aydın (Izmir) 79288 100356 53086 73676 6810 10061 14909 24069 
1 

Bergama 53804 56812 10250 16841 809 968 495 698 

\ 
Ödemiş 53817 71069 3760 6104 1093 1553 -- 12 

} 
Mağnisa 68186 86565 15398 22471 2227 2630 1345 2146 
Karaağaç 16732 18076 2602 3388 770 919 74 30 
/zmit 19248 40403 3576 5226 15837 23073 162 307 
Yalova n. a. 7954 n. a. 10274 n. a. 3304 n. a. 
Izni k n. a. 13785 n. a. 1632 n. a. 136 n. a. 
Bitlis 44467 38701 -- -- 30445 18650 
Ahl.at 10190 -- 9501 
Siirt 49095 27639 -- -- ı 1971 2218 
Muş 42647 30254 -- -- 53776 33087 
Genç 30845 24467 -- -- 5166 1603 
Biga 36542 65242 3160 2243 280 409 -- 102 
Kalayı Sultaniye 8518 13596 4939 4358 964 1266 1495 2961 
Ayvacık 16302 17089 1671 -- -- 5 3 ı 

Cezayir-i Balır-ı Sifid 
Rhodes 6467' lost 20711 lost 3 lost · 2690 lost 
Sakız 1709 lost 35106 lost 14 lost 179 lost ~ 

j Is tanköy 
i ·'· 2439 tlost '10459 1ost -- lost 67 lost .o ..... 

\ 
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THE MAJOR OTTOMAN MILLETSIN IMPORTANT CITIES AND TOWNS' ~ o 
~ 

IMPORTANT CITIES MUSLIMS GREEK ORTHODOX ARMENIAN GREGORIAN JEWS 

•' 
. ANn'TOwNS 1885 1914 1885 1914 1885 1914 1885 1914 

Mi dilli 4794 lost 35095 · lost 32 1ost '--:--- lost 
Li mn i . 1992 lost 13640 lost -- lost -- lo st 
Hüdavendir;tir (Bursa) 89663 ı 10301 21286 24048 3232 6433 2584 3687 
Gemlik 15340 16373 6575 8568 16623 3348 
İnegöl 38343 56238 -- 34 5504 7101 -- 106 
Kütahya 115385 136164 4402 5587 2808 28ll 
Eskişehir 56078 83883 820 2613 . 1172' 3979 52 194 
Myonkarahisar 76679 97547 -- ' 59 5314 7163 -- 7 
Balıkesir 110325 1960 1800 
Diyarbelı:ir 42688 52285 192 343 12083 13970 285 520 
Mardin 22558 51116 -- 12 -- 4 
Maden (Ergani) 39029 71493 .·.81·2 958 3979 8901 •' :247 
Lice· 19069 23595 -- -- 4647 4151 
Silvan 11375 26330 162 507 6560 12756 
Sivas · 65696 ·54819 .542 728 20:446 23812 
Şarkışla (Tenus) 30919 40.868 -- -- 11957 12969 
Hafik · 32509 40076 .. : 21 10895 11'376 
Amasya 37170 53123 1414 2679 6164 9598 
Tokat· 65Ş44 90125 2167 3997 9198 12046 209 339 
Karahisar-ı Şarki 1942.1 26379 8512 16383 7118 8477 
Suşehri 17509 22831 1379 2040 9711 11240 -- --
Mer:ı;ifon 18786 25370 163 1067 5317 8160 
Divriği 25178 30630 -- -- .. 7986 8354 
Gürün ll'651 15640 3 -- 6158 ·7788 347 
\ 79129 647-26 27588 23806 9546 14846 8 T~abzon --
Ordu 79771 ı 11421 10398 18505 7552 12349 
Canik · (Samsun) 33419 44993 32925 54709 1.163 ·4791 5 18 
Bafra 38936 48944 22834 30838 1:012 1735 



Çai:şanbe 47597 54353 3ll4 3948 9775 10820 5 
Rize 72749 122055 641 1507 -- 5 
Gümüşhane 21956 29639 5459 9179 1152 1817 
'Torul 19458 29686 16679 30547 -- 24 -- --
Kastamonu 54395 67467 1595 2468 561 2153 
Inebolu 58682 80431 1497 3289 17 167 
Taşköprü 39639 50721 596 65 -- 1477 
Kangari (Çankırı) 84107 94385 758 1234 298 472 
Sinop 40254 28290 4063 4595 273 675 -- 8 
Boyabat 42681 59324 84 194 -- 3074 
Bolu 42666 53564 17 14 825 1220 
Bartın 49819 64396 380 1104 195 401 -- 3 
'Konya 92816 101880 4016 6542 1566 3235 

~ 
·Akşehir 43265 57234 171 ı 2266 3134 4890 

: :Karaman (Larende) ' 36727 55237 124 567 603 1246 
Burdur 37213 54032 1754 2783 81Ö 1271 

\ 'Isparta 43561 46698 4524 6648 619 1119 

) Antalya (Teke) .72~62 10165 4059 7837 49 341 216 173 
Niğde 36868 52754 15725 26157 843 1149 
Aksaray 37407 59010 2437 4551 478 1758 
Mamuret ül-aziz 

(Elazığ) 134761 56365 347 23 51096 33725 
·:Malatya 124338 57726 '9 --- 9032 7060 
Dersim 22177 ı 1874 182 -- 10637 1151 2 
Mazgirt 18912 14323 -- -- 2413 1483 
Harput 22541 -- 7519 
Van 10896 45119 -- 33053 33789 
Erciş 7735 27323 -- 3711 8083 
Şe tak 4852 8132 -- ,3793 4292 
Adileevaz ' 6229 10820 -- 4040 4849 
·Gevaş 4428 18123 -- 4802 10520 
Hakkari n.a. 31848 n.a. ı n.a. 3461 n. a. 836 ·~ 

,. '• .. ~ .o 
~ 
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THE MAJOR OTTOMAN MILLETSIN IMFORTANT CITIES AND TOWNS 
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' .. 
I;MPORTANT CITIES · .. MUSLIMS GREEK ORTHODOX ARMI):NIAN .GR.:EGORIAN JEWS 

ANDTOWNS 188~ .1914. 1885 1914 1885 l914 1885 1914 

'. · ARAB PROVINCES 
Bağdad 103625 n.·a. -- n. a. 349 n. a·.' --- n. a. 

males ınal es 
,. 

Ba;a 5729 n: a.-- · -- n. a. 32 n. a. -- n. a. 
males .: ... , ,' males 

Beirut 22662 45063 13294 22018 i 86 ·i23 l:l07 3431 
Sidon. !33785 46472 147 130 

' ... 
341 859 --

Sur :21717 31653 302 550 ı~_:_ ·--
Mercium · · ·· 12888 22296 3728 4777 -- -- -- 278 
Trablus' · Şam 32530 50004 7757 10723 -- -- 63 72 
Safiia· 27376 32254' !2063 .'4271 --
Akar·· 19920 12538 12573 7919 __ .... .!. .. : -- -- 63· 
Hisnü1ekrat 15664' 164'7-7. 6873: 12185 --
Acre • 20014: 31800: 2914 3959 " 4 123 lOG 
Haifa 1:3935 235i7- 452 939 -- --- 503 2439 
Saf ad 12882 22481· 21'8 '326 -- -- 193 4644 
N'asira 6848 ı 1777 2859 4274 _;_;.:..:, 

Tabiı:rya 5161· 8410 54 150 -- -- 802 3194 
Eaz'ikiye 37388 46017 1852 3485 -- 481 
'Cebele 18648 28586 -- 105 
M·erkub ' (> 

28612: 29469 2394· 3413 --- - -- --
Sakyun· 25870 30626 1132 1537 -- 580 
Nabltis ·· 30786 74843 652 1035 --- -- 83 29 
Beıiisa'b 31271 35929 12 18 
'cenin 30179 40780 ·313 760 -- -- 3 
H"ateb (Aleppo) h.a.- 93976 n. a. ll72 n. a. 3603 n. a. 9973 
Urfa n.'a. 69026 n.a. -- n.·a: 13995 n. a. 817 
İskenderun n.a. '14140 n. a. 2373 n. a. 1519 n. a. 129 
Maraş n.a. 50356 n. a. n n. a. 13260 n.•a. 151 
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Antakya (Antioch) n. a. 78054 n. a. 7352 n. a. 4773 n. a. 357 
Zeytun n. a. 8069 n. a. -- n. a. 10050 n. a. 
Ayntab n.a. 89769 n. a. 67 n. a. 14466 n .. a 860 
Kilis n. a. 78905 n. a. 434 n. a. 3934 n. a. 775 
Suriye (Damascus) 98621 197507 . 4251 6569 199 413 6265 10129 
H ama 43237 64225 5923 8089 
Kudüs (Jerusalem) 54364 70270 12022 19717 849 1173 7105 18190 
Yafa (J affa) 45175 62758 3897 5312 92 137 294 2105 
Gaza 59517 77296 768 1006 -- -- -- 243 
Halilurrahman 40557 55720 15 -- -- -- 611 721 

SOURCES: The census report issued in 1303/1885-1886 is found in the IstanbulUni-versity Library, manusedpt TY 4807; 
alater revision, presented to the sultan, Abdulhamit II in 1309{1893, and found in the Başbakanlık Arşivi, is published by Ke
mal H. Karpat, «Üttoman Population Records and the Gensus of 1881/82-1893», International Journal of Middle East Studies, 
IX (1978), pp. 237-234. The census report issued in 1330/1914 was published as Dahiliye Nezareti, Sicil-i Nüfus Idare-i Umumi
yesi Müdüriyeti, Memalik-i Osmaniyenin 1330 Senesi Niifııs Istatistiği, Istanbul, 1330/1914, and Tableaux indiquant le nambre des divers 
elemenis de la population dans l'Empire Ottoman aıı 1 Mars 1330 ( 14 Mars 1!:>14), Constantinople, 1919. See also S.]. Shaw, «The 
toman Gensus System and Popu1atiori, 1831-1914», International Journal of Middle East Studies, IX (1978), 325-338. 
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